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Welcome to the UoN School of Computer Science
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• Head of School

– Prof Tony Pridmore
• tony.pridmore@nottingham.ac.uk 

mailto:tony.pridmore@nottingham.ac.uk


Welcome to the UoN School of Computer Science

• Max Wilson

– Director of Student Experience
• max.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk  
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A Global University

• Campuses in 3 Countries

• World-leading Professors and Lecturers

• Students from all over the world

• More than 400 students in Y2
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UK Campuses and Maps

• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/about/campuses/campuses.aspx 
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Personal Tutor

• Your personal tutor(s)
– Students on exchange (mobility from other campuses) are not assigned a tutor as they keep 

theirs in the home campus. 

• Role of your personal tutor
– First point of contact and source of advice for anything related to your studies

– Oversees your academic progress (and write references)

• You should meet your personal tutor
– At the start of every semester (at least)

– Any time in between, if needed (send email first)
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Covid Is Not Over Yet! 

• There are some general rules you should follow
– Be prepared

– If positive, isolate

– Inform your personal tutor
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Register with Doctor

• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
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https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx


Labs and Flexible Student Spaces

• Computer Science Building
– A32: Lab for teaching and self-study (needs to be vacated upon request)

– C60: Cyber Security Lab (for teaching only)

– A06/Pods: Flexible student spaces (useful for group project meetings)

– B53: Quiet study space (please only occupy if you require a quiet place)

– C11/B52: Smaller labs (mainly) for self-study 

• Dearing Building
– A34: Lab for teaching and self-study (needs to be vacated upon request)
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Group Projects

• All students are spread across groups

– You will be in a group with 5 or 6 UNUK students

– You need to be a good team member
• Contribute ideas

• Contribute to discussions

• Contribute code

• Participate in presentations
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Grades

• From now on all grades count for your final degree

• Required commitment is getting higher

• Likelihood of getting top grades is getting lower
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Learn English!

• Learn even MORE English! Lots MORE English!
– Make the most of this chance to learn more

– Staff have to rate your English speaking and writing in references 

• Be brave with speaking English!
– Most of my Ningbo group project students regret not being brave in group conversations

• Do not rely on Translators and/or Generative AI!
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Interesting Facts

• Great Britain vs United Kingdom vs British Isles
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What do you want to do after Graduation?

• Who do you ask to be your referee?
– Your group supervisor knows you best during/after Y2

– Your dissertation supervisor knows you best during/after Y3

– Your personal tutor only knows you if you attend supervisor meetings

– It is your responsibility to make sure they know you well enough

• Ask your referee before putting down their name! Give plenty of notice! 
– In the UK you are asked to provide the name of a referee, not the reference itself
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Study and Job References

• Your personal tutor only knows you if you attend supervisor meetings
– Providing grades and a CV is not enough

• Normal Questions in a Reference
– Is the applicant in the top X% of their class?

– Is the applicant good at spoken English?

– Is the applicant good at written English?

– Is the applicant independent and confident?

– Does the applicant try hard and have a good attitude?
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Moodle CompSci Community Page 
https://moodle.nottingham.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=118881  

•  
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Student Services 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/  

• Mission Statement
– While you are studying with us at Nottingham, we want you to feel supported and connected 

to our specialist services to enable you to have the best possible university experience 
whatever stage of your academic journey you’re at.

UoN 21

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/


Student Services
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/services/a-z.aspx 
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Student Enquiries
https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/faqs/ 
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Support and Wellbeing
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/currentstudents/wellbeing/ 
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https://mediaspace.nottingham.ac.uk/media/1_1sercupc

Claire's office
CompSci Building 
C38

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/currentstudents/wellbeing/
https://mediaspace.nottingham.ac.uk/media/1_1sercupc
https://mediaspace.nottingham.ac.uk/media/1_1sercupc


Additional Support

• Senior Tutor
– Senior Tutor is responsible for coordinating personal tutoring and related student support 

and development activities in the school

• CompSci Senior Tutor Team
– Peer-Olaf Siebers

– Liz Felton

• Contact
– ps-cs-senior-tutor@nottingham.ac.uk  
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Important Numbers
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Extenuating Circumstances
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/StudentServices/Servicedetails/Extenuating-Circumstances/ 

• Extenuating Circumstances (ECs) are events that affect your performance in 
assessments which are unforeseen and out of your control. Our EC procedure is 
intended to support students with these exceptional, short-term circumstances
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EC Policy Flowchart: https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/documents/extenuating-circumstances/new-ec-policy-flowchart-1.pdf 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/StudentServices/Servicedetails/Extenuating-Circumstances/
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/documents/extenuating-circumstances/new-ec-policy-flowchart-1.pdf


Extenuating Circumstances Procedure
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/extenuating-circumstances/extenuating-circumstances-procedure.aspx 

• Timeline for submitting an Extenuating Circumstance form

– Coursework: Claims must be submitted before the coursework deadline

– Timetabled examinations / assessments: Claims must be submitted prior to, or within five 
working days of, the examination / assessment

• Evidence should usually be provided at the time of making the extenuating 
circumstances claim but may be submitted up to 10 working days from the 
deadline/examination
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Extenuating Circumstances Rules (Updates)
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/StudentServices/Servicedetails/Extenuating-Circumstances/ 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/StudentServices/Servicedetails/Extenuating-Circumstances/


Disability Support Services
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/disability-support-services/ 

• Offers support for students with a disability, mental health difficulty, long-term 
medical condition, autistic spectrum condition, or a specific learning difference 
such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia or ADHD
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Exam Adjustments and Religious Observance
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/StudentServices/Servicedetails/Assessment-and-Examinations/Exam-Adjustments.aspx 
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Third Year Projects (Dissertations)

• Project Coordinator
– Dr Ender Özcan (ender.ozcan@nottingham.ac.uk)

• If you are a UNNC 2+2 or UNNC Transfer student and want to obtain your 
graduation certificate from Chinese Ministry of Education, then YOU MUST take 
the Individual Dissertation module, as this module is compulsory for you. 
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QR Code Scanning
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/currentstudents/news/supporting-your-academic-engagement 
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Anything Else?

• Staff usually reply to emails in 2-3 working days (but some might take longer)

• Student Evaluation of Module (SEM)

• Student Union (Societies and Advice)

• Discord

• HackSoc
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Final Words

• Risk
– It's easy to spend time with your friends from Ningbo

– If you do this too much, you miss opportunities arising from being in the UK

• Advice
– Make most out of your time in UNUK

– Be part of the UNUK community

– Get to know staff well

– Show off how good you are

Enjoy your time with us in the UK
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Questions?
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Image Source: https://improvingteaching.co.uk/2022/02/20/professional-development-that-works-three-questions-to-ask/ 
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