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Purpose of the Session

• Introducing myself as advisor
– Anything related to your exchange: Ask Me

– Exchange + Binus Students: Pastoral or academic topics: Ask me

– UNNC + UNM + Transfer Students: Ask your UoN Personal Tutor

• In this session I will …
– Reiterating important points from the Y2/Y3 welcome sessions

– Cover specific welcome topics for international students

– Provide more details about activity opportunities for international students and how to have 
an enjoyable time at UoN

– Reiterate the operation of the Wellbeing and Support Network
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Welcome to the UoN School of Computer Science
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Welcome to the UoN School of Computer Science
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• Head of School

– Prof Tony Pridmore
• tony.pridmore@nottingham.ac.uk 
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Welcome to the UoN School of Computer Science

• Max Wilson

– Director of Student Experience
• max.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk  

UoN 6

mailto:max.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:max.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk


A Global University

• Campuses in 3 Countries

• 70 world-leading professors and lecturers

• Students from all over the world

• More than 500 students in Y2
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UK Campuses and Maps

• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/about/campuses/campuses.aspx 
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Personal Tutor

• Your personal tutor
– I am the personal tutor of all exchange students (UNNC and BINUS)

– Students on mobility from other campuses keep their home personal tutor
• I will look after them while they are here

• Role of your personal tutor
– First point of contact and source of advice for anything related to your studies

– Oversees your academic progress (and write references)

• You should meet your personal tutor
– At the start of every semester (at least)

– Any time in between, if needed (send email first)
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Register with Doctor

• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx

UoN 14

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/welcome/get-prepared/health-centre-registration.aspx


Labs and Flexible Student Spaces

• Computer Science Building
– A32: Lab for teaching and self-study (needs to be vacated upon request)

– C60: Cyber Security Lab (for teaching only)

– A06/Pods: Flexible student spaces (useful for group project meetings)

– B53: Quiet study space (please only occupy if you require a quiet place)

– C11/B52: Smaller labs (mainly) for self-study

– Atrium (School of Computer Science / School of Education)

• Dearing Building
– A34: Lab for teaching and self-study (needs to be vacated upon request)
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Group Projects

• All Y2 students are spread across groups

– You will be in a group with 5 or 6 UNUK students

– You need to be a good team member
• Contribute ideas

• Contribute to discussions

• Contribute code

• Participate in presentations
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Grades

• From now on all grades count for your final degree

• Required commitment is getting higher

• Likelihood of getting top grades is getting lower

UoN 17



Learn English!

• Learn even MORE English! Lots MORE English!
– Make the most of this chance to learn more

– Staff must rate your English speaking and writing in references 

• Be brave with speaking English!
– Most of my Ningbo group project students regret not being brave in group conversations

• Do not rely on Translators and/or Generative AI!
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Interesting Facts

• Great Britain vs United Kingdom vs British Isles
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What do you want to do after Graduation?

• Who do you ask to be your referee?
– Your group supervisor knows you best during/after Y2

– Your dissertation supervisor knows you best during/after Y3

– Your personal tutor only knows you if you attend supervisor meetings

– It is your responsibility to make sure they know you well enough

• Ask your referee before putting down their name! Give plenty of notice! 
– In the UK you are asked to provide the name of a referee, not the reference itself
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Study and Job References

• Your personal tutor only knows you if you attend supervisor meetings
– Providing grades and a CV is not enough

• Normal Questions in a Reference
– Is the applicant in the top X% of their class?

– Is the applicant good at spoken English?

– Is the applicant good at written English?

– Is the applicant independent and confident?

– Does the applicant try hard and have a good attitude?
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Moodle CompSci Community Page 
https://moodle.nottingham.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=118881  

•  
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Student Services 
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/  
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https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/  
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Student Enquiries
https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/faqs/ 

UoN 25

https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/faqs/
https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/faqs/
https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/faqs/


Inter-Campus Transfer
https://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/global/inter-campus-transfer.aspx 
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Welcome to the UK Quiz (by Claude Sonnet 4)

• x
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Quiz (do in your own time – check Appendix 2 for solution)
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Quiz
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Quiz (do in your own time – check Appendix 2 for solution)
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Support and Wellbeing
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/currentstudents/wellbeing/ 
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Additional Support (slides attached as appendix)

• Senior Tutor
– Senior Tutor is responsible for coordinating personal tutoring and related student support 

and development activities in the school

• CompSci Senior Tutor Team
– Peer-Olaf Siebers

– Liz Felton

• Contact
– ps-cs-senior-tutor@nottingham.ac.uk  
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For the following topics check out the Senior Tutor Slides

• Senior Tutor Role

• Extenuating Circumstances

• Disability Support Services

• Exam Adjustments and Religious Observance

Slides are in Appendix 1
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Important Numbers
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What to do in Nottingham

• Historical Sites
– Nottingham Castle: Recently reopened after major renovations, featuring Robin Hood 

exhibitions and great city views

– City of Caves: Fascinating network of sandstone caves beneath the city centre

– Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem: Claims to be England's oldest inn, carved into the castle rock

• Cultural Attractions
– National Justice Museum: Interactive museum in the old courthouse

– Nottingham Contemporary: Excellent modern art gallery

– Theatre Royal & Royal Concert Hall: Top venues for shows and performances
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What to do in Nottingham

• Areas to Explore
– Lace Market: Historic quarter with Victorian architecture, now full of bars, restaurants and 

independent shops

– Hockley: Trendy area with vintage shops, cafés and street art

• Green Spaces:
– Wollaton Hall & Park: Elizabethan mansion with deer park and Natural History Museum

– Sherwood Forest: Just outside the city, perfect for Robin Hood fans

– The Arboretum: Victorian park near the city centre
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What to do in Nottingham

• Shopping & Markets:
– Victoria Centre: Major shopping centre

– Old Market Square: Regular markets and events in one of the UK's largest city squares

• Daily Shopping (note that Sundays shops close at 4/5pm)
– Lidl + Aldi: Low price segment

– Sainsbury + Tesco: Medium price segment

– Marks & Spencer Food + Waitrose: High price segment

– Small shops: Have generous opening hours
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QR Code Scanning
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/currentstudents/news/supporting-your-academic-engagement 
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Anything Else?

• Staff usually reply to emails in 2-3 working days (but some might take longer)

• Student Evaluation of Module (SEM)

• Student Union (Societies and Advice)

• Discord

• HackSoc
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Final Words

• Risk
– It's easy to spend time with your friends from Ningbo

– If you do this too much, you miss opportunities arising from being in the UK

• Advice
– Make most out of your time in UNUK

– Be part of the UNUK community

– Get to know staff well

– Show off how good you are

Enjoy your time with us in the UK
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Questions?
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Appendix 1

Senior Tutor Presentation Slides



Senior Tutor Team

Peer-Olaf Siebers and Liz Felton

peer-olaf.siebers@nottingham.ac.uk 
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Contact

• Senior Tutor Team
– Liz Felton (liz.felton@nottingham.ac.uk)

– Peer-Olaf Siebers (peer-olaf.siebers@nottingham.ac.uk)

• Our joint email account (quickest way to get a response)
– Senior Tutor Team: ps-cs-senior-tutor@nottingham.ac.uk  

• We aim to respond within 3 days
– If you do not get a response within 3 days, please resend your message, adding an @ at the 

beginning of your subject line (e.g. "@ Interruption of study advice needed")
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Our Role

• Main duty: Providing pastoral care including acting as a secondary source of 
advice where problems cannot be resolved by personal tutors

• We attend School / Faculty / University Meetings
– Learning Community Forum

– Teaching and Learning Committee

– Senior Tutors' Network …

• We are in touch with
– Disability Liaison Officer

– University’s Support and Wellbeing Service

– Extenuating Circumstances Panel

– Director of Teaching and Learning …
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Useful Links

• Student Enquiry Centre (and EC submission)
– https://student-enquiries.nottingham.ac.uk/ 

• Report + Support (report inappropriate behaviour)
– https://reportandsupport.nottingham.ac.uk/ 

• Progression
– https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/qualitymanual/2-documents/ug-regs-flow-chart.pdf 

• Scams
– https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/dts/security/protecting-yourself/phishing-emails.aspx 
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Extenuating Circumstances (1/2)

• Extenuating Circumstances (ECs) are events that affect your performance in 
assessments which are unforeseen and out of your control

– For exceptional, short-term circumstances 
• QM Regulations: https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/qualitymanual/assessment-awards-and-deg-

classification/ext-circumstances.aspx (check Section 2)

• Student Services: https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/extenuating-
circumstances/extenuating-circumstances.aspx (best description)

– For long term circumstances use the Disability Support Services
• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/disability-support-

services/disability-support-services.aspx  (apply as soon as you join the school)
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Extenuating Circumstances (2/2)

• ECs with Evidence
– Check QM EC regulations (Section 2.3)

• ECs without evidence
– Check QM EC regulations (Section 2.4)

• Timeline
– Coursework

• Claims must be submitted before the coursework deadline

– Timetabled examinations/assessments
• EC claims must be submitted prior to, or within 5 working days of, the examination/assessment

– Evidence
• Should usually be provided at the time of making the EC claim

• May be submitted up to 10 working days from the deadline / examination

– Submission is online
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Disability Support Services

• Disability Support Services
– Offer support for students with a disability, mental health difficulty, long-term medical condition, 

autistic spectrum condition, or a specific learning difference such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
dyscalculia or ADHD. 
• https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/disability-support-services/disability-

support-services.aspx (apply as soon as you join the school)

– Support plan (discuss what can be offered with the Disability Liaison Officer)
• Reasonable time adjustments for completing coursework and exams

• Room adjustments during exams …

• Remember …
– For long term circumstances use the Disability Support Services
– For exceptional, short-term circumstances use EC procedure
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Exam Adjustments

• Exam adjustments
– All details: https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/servicedetails/assessment-and-

examinations/exam-adjustments-and-religious-observance.aspx 

– Long term: Contact Disability Support Services

– Short term: Apply for ECs

• Religious observance​: Fill out Religious Observance form (use above link)
– Exams can be scheduled on Saturdays

• For application deadlines check above webpage
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Generative AI

• Read and obey the Quality Manual Rules about Generative AI
– https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/qualitymanual/assessment-awards-and-deg-

classification/pol-academic-misconduct.aspx (check Section 2.2)

• There are many use cases where you can use Generative AI
– Using it as a tutor

– Using it as a dictionary

– Creating projects not related to coursework …

• If you are using it for activities that are prohibited under the Quality Manual 
regulations (e.g. translation of coursework) it will lead to a lot of trouble
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Questions?
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Appendix 2

Quiz Solutions



Quiz Solution

• Q1: B

• Q2: B

• Q3: B

• Q4: C

• Q5: B

• Q6: C

• Q7: C

• Q8: B

• Q9: B
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• Q10: C

• Q11: C

• Q12: D

• Q13: C

• Q14: B

• Q15: B

• Q16: A

• Q17: C

• Q18: B

• Q19: B

• Q20: C
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